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Taking stock 

do I care for … 

the planet      myself? 

 

 

 

 

does my school care for … 
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Where on the continuum … 



Taking stock 

Care for…      ourselves 

 

 

 

 

  campus/              community 
  curriculum 
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Sustainable schools 



Taking stock 

•  Interdependence 
•  Citizenship and stewardship 
•  Needs and rights of future generations 
•  Diversity 
•  Quality of life 
•  Sustainable change 
•  Uncertainty and precaution 
 
Source: DEFRA, Sustainable Development Education Panel (now archived) 
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ESD: seven key interrelated concepts 



Sustainability 
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Taking stock 

Source: Futurelearn 



Concepts and activities 

  enduring challenging 

Sustainability 
 

  

    

Active 
participation 
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Which concepts and activities do we find… 



Sequence 

“In which of your Y7, 8, 9 units is education for sustainability 
most significant? ” 

 
Food x 3 
Climate change x 3 

We build slowly from Y7 to Y9 on sustainability as kids find it 
hard topic. so Y9 most significant. 

Y7 You are what you eat, Y8 New India, Y9 Fragile Biomes 

Y8 rainforest, Y9 Sustainable London 

Y9 units such as water world 

Y8 units – wasteful world, plus work looking at Dubai 

Y8 ‘Too Many, Too Few’ – population & resources 
Y7 ecosystems, Y8 trade and development 

Olympics.  
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Sequence 

It features most in Y9 for us 

Tends to be a theme in all units. Often towards the end. Perhaps 
more in Y8 than Y7. Y8 do a cities unit. 

We start in Y7 in a tourism unit focused on Kenya & Urban 
Settlement focused locally, Y8 China energy  

 
It pops in everywhere. Most focus in Y9 but explicitly studied 
from…Y7 settlement through Y8 Brazil, ecosystems through to Y9 
coast management, globalisation etc.  

 

Features in many but explicit in Y7 Energy supplies, Y8  Offshore 
wind industry, Y9 Sustainable futures for Rainforests. 

 
I drop into most units. A specific section towards the end of Y9; 
but introduced at the start of the first unit in Y7. 
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Sequence 

“ 
Sustainability is the core theme through all of our KS3 units.  
 

But sustainability often uncontested concept, especially 
economic. Often the most difficult to communicate to young 
students. 

 

I use it as a major… level 7/8 trait that I expect to see 
understanding of in any extended piece of work. 

 

” 
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Sequence 
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Over-simplification and complexity 



Photo-story 

But after photograph went viral on social media, UNHCR was 
forced to explain Marwan only briefly separated from family 
in confusion of border crossing 
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Sequence 



Refugees crossing into Jordan 
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Sequence 



Sequence 
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A moral dilemma for tourists 

Objectives 

• To understand that water use by tourists may 
affect others. 

• To be aware of how conflicting viewpoints 
may arise from analysis of the same issue. 

• To understand how personal decisions may 
have impacts on the wider environment. 



Sequence 
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Hotel 

• Who was making sure the sheets were washed 
and the toilets were clean? 

• Where did all the clean water come from for their 
rooms and pools? 

• Why is there better food, and more of it, than the 
locals eat? 

• What was on the land before the hotel was built? 

• When will the local people benefit from tourism? 



Who decides? 
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Sequence 

 

Government 

The market Voluntary sector 



Sequence 
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A moral dilemma in Goa 

Two parts: Lucy’s story and Damodar’s Story 

 

• Reflection on differing viewpoints and the 
realisation that initial impressions and 
decisions may not always be based on 
adequate information. 

• Encourages pupils to review a situation in a 
new light, though they may or may not 
change their minds. 
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Sequence 

 

 
www. 

tourismconcern. 
org.uk 

 

 



Pupil experience / essential knowledge 
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What should young people know  
about climate change? 
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From the media? 

Pupil experience / essential knowledge 



20 

Pupil experience / essential knowledge 

For the last 400,000 years,  
CO2 in the atmosphere never topped 300 ppm.  

Now it’s near 400 ppm. 
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Pupil experience / essential knowledge 

WWF-Cymru advert 2005 

From NGOs? 
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Pupil experience / essential knowledge 

From IPPC via BBC? 

Source: www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-26819262 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-26819262


Global citizenship 

Learn  
• Exploring the issue, considering it from different 

viewpoints and trying to understand causes and 
consequences.  
Think  

• Considering critically what can be done about the 
issue, and relating this to values and worldviews and 
trying to understand the nature of power and action. 
Act  

• Thinking about and taking action on the issue as an 
active global citizen, both individually and collectively. 

 
Source: http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/global-citizenship 
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Pupil experience / essential knowledge 



Futures 
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Pupil experience / essential knowledge 

Probable 

Possible 

Actions with  
impact 

Now 

Source: http://www.teaching4abetterworld.co.uk/futures.html 



Leadership and vision 
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Pupil experience / essential knowledge 

http://www.hawkshead.cumbria.sch.uk/ 



Curriculum making 
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Pupil experience / essential knowledge 

Our curriculum 
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Next? 

Date to be 

confirmed, 

London 


