THE GEOGRAPHICAL ASSOCIATION

Jamuary 1391

Dear tHember

Hatiocnal Currleulum Gesgraphy Draft Drder

You are probably avare from press comment in recent weeks that Hr Kenneth
Clarke, Secretary of State for Pducatian, has altersd the recommendations of
horh the Geography Working Group and the Hatianal Cerriculum Coutell
Consultation Heport on Geography so significantly that the Draft Statutory Order
for Geography is now causing The Gaographical Asscciaticn much heart-searching.
Hamy memiers of the Association are of the opinion that the Ordsr represents a
dated, ideclogleally-deiven version of the subject, bearipg all too little
relatienship to the excelient aducation provided by gecgraphy taachers at
present.

The GA's Education Standing Committes 15 thersfore taking the unusual step of
writing ta all of our mesbers €0 ask you all to compunicate Your concerm Lo YOUL
Hember of Parlisment. If you are a genaraphy teacher, you might wish to do this
am an ordinary citizen/parent. We suggest that you ineist that your HE places a
written guestion to the Secrotary of State so that he is foroced to answer youb
specific question. In Ehis way our concein surrounding his action is dram to
tle attentlon of MPs, pot least in He Clarke s oun party.

Soze potential themes Eer guesticns are listed below:

* thy 4id the Secretary of State not acsept the advice gathered aver 1B monchs?

= lhy did the Seerctary of 3tate authorise alteracions to be made in ten days
ower Christmas 19307

* hy has much of the discussion of the appreciacion of attitudas been removed
when Sir Eeith Joseph was so much in favour of that aspect ot the subject?

* il has he renoved enguiry skills from the ATs in Geography, when enquiry
skills da appear in ATs for neyveral other subjocts (a9 Technalagy and
Hiskory)?

*  Why have land use conflicts Leen rapoved from the ATe (4/4)7 Suraly ik 15 23
basic truth that there are competing demands for space.

* pould the Secretary of State nams the people that uere consulted when the
Consultation Report was revised over Chriztmas 19997 Mow many of these Woere
geographers o geagrapiy teachars?

¢ fhy is there no agresment apparent between the Draft Order, Lhe
recommandations of the MWatlopal Curriculum Couneil on cross-curricular
environmental education and the wishes of the Department of the Epvironment,
aa expressad in the fhite Faper This Common Inheritance, concaining
environmental edusation?t

We urge you bo write as Zocn as possible.  In this way Hr Marke might be
epbarrassed by the attentien given to his propasalsz.  Flease also urgs your PTA,
Governors of any obher conbachs you may have Lo wrika in, not only €a
Parliament, but to all NeWSPLpPers. including the tableids. Headguarters would
appreciate receiving copies nf mny correspondonce.

Thank you for smy action that you take to support geagraphy in schools.

Yours sincerely.

Dol Lo fronhocs
Davicl Burtensiaw Ju
doint Hon, S2eretary (Diducaticon)

The Geographical Association, 343 Fulwood Road, @Shufﬁn‘]d SI03BP. Telephone Sheffield (0742) 670666

Senbed Aalnuenaentor: Sl Frances M. Saar Registened Charity 3o, 313030
cgistered Charity o, 31302
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Battle to bridge the
Gulf in the classroom

s it urns out, Kenpeth Clarke's arbitmary
demareation line between history and
eurrent affairs could hirdly lave come al a
miore sensitive time. I might have seemed
like an neademie distinetion for a few days, butnow it
is anything but. Current affairs in the Gull averflow
from lelevision screems, mirwaves nnd newspapers,
filling the minds and imaginations of chilidren and
inevitatly the life and consciousness of schoals,

Whatever the convictions, doubts or permsonal
resources of teachers, there is no gerting away from
the questions and fears that children of sl ages arc
Bringing into the classmoom with them. und e
oppertunity as well as the imperative to help thei
charpes find ileir way throogh,

Al short notiee, teachers are being forced inte a
erash course in bow 1o handle such red-hot isues and
events. And becamse contemporary Ssucs as Lopies
have been increasingly out of political fuvour of late it
miy be that oaly o minerity of teachers has had reeent
and relevant experience in lsow to handle them.

What wis called current affains in Mr Clarke's
schoakinys had developed into something altogether
more constructive for teachers and taught. Lawrence
Stenhouse’s Humanities Curriculum Project for the
Schools Coupell some 20 years ag0 wis desigoed
casentially s that the teacher would not have to [y by
the seat ef the pants when confronted with cave-
tionnlly explosive issues, A key part of the packape
was the role af the teacher as neutri] chairman, s a
guard against real or pereeived Bias. (A counter view
was that it was better to respeet the pupil’s ability o
know, anc discount, the teacher’s own opinions.)

Though the Schools Council went oul of favour,
many of e HCP groundsules lived on a3 palitical
education developed, fostered by the Hansand
Soctely, the Politics Associntion, HMI and even Sir
Keith Joseph, as Education Sccratary. B

The lnck of sound , up-to-date maicrinls was always
a difficulty and political education did ol flourish
during the Thatcher years. Peace studies had an even
bumpier ride and leacher enthusiasm for 1ackling

currenl isies wos further dissipated by ihe clause
forhidding pelitical indoctrination in the 1936 Act.

Mow that the Gulf crisis is upon us, it is buck 10
segt-of-the-pants time for many (eachers, with on
oversrich dict of moral, technolegical, historc,
perional, religious, geogenphical and emotional
issues 1o Handle, mnd often little but iransient media
materinl (o draw on.

For some 1eachers there is the extr respansibility
of counselling children with close relatives caught up
in the war, on either side; for olhers, with o high
propartion of Muslim pupils, madti-cultural anad
anti-reeist understanding becomes crucial, Buk there
e e few wivo wish to avoid the central eoncems.

I many teachers now have limited experience (o
build on, ihe emerging shape of the national
currscielum comld offer even less in the future, As
Elennar Rawling comments on the opposile page,
[l Seeretary of Siate las cut inquiry akills from the
draft Onder for geography beeause *liaweyer desie-
nhde, they are not particular (o peography”. But they
nre mod Being encouraged in histary. cither; and the
o] fssties have also disappeared from technelogy
and seience, Perhaps it wouldn't peatter that pupls
are not to be encourapged "o handle evidence,
consider altomative views, eritically evalunle mate-
rial from different sources, isk awkwind questions of
develop their own views™ on the environment in
peapraphy, if they had the oppertunity 1o develop
sl skills elsewhere in the nuteoral curriclunt,

Will a space be clenred in the timetable for current
alfiies? Beeause all those skills must be deployed
mow il children are o be toght to sift the matant
repurtage from the batthe-fronts: sorl unchecked
facts from interpretation; cool ssaaps under fire from
intrusion on grief; and technology's white-hot edpe
from viteo games withaat henrt or conscience.

Media studies has elaimed it place in or out af
current affairs, Whatever we call it, the Gull war
prosides an inescapable reminder of the gty o
mrture e full mnge of inqpury skills in pupils, 2ed
the techniques to medinte them in teachers.
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 Spirit of
inquiry talls
off the map

ELEANOR RAWLING
Irnh: Dralt Order for geography in 1he nasional

carricubam  1be Seeretary of S1ate has remaved

inquiry skills, the use of scennidary sources and
aliagrams from the statements of attsnment becaue
“however desirable, they are nod pasticular o
poogrphy™. He hay st deciiled 1hat refenences o
peapils’ cxplaration af aninudes and valees should be
debetcd so thar preater emphasis can be placed on
keswledge and wnderstnnding,

Thiis peovisdes s with 3 view af geography o o
subijgat malply voscermed wilh putling scross specilic
Itermsad knosledpe and information, with developing
‘haskeunderstanding ned with learning a narmow range:

and fiekiwoek). Pupils are nol e be cecouraged e
haedle evidence, o consider aliornative views, b
ovaluate material from dilferent sounces critically, b
ask awkwanl gquestionsor tedevelop their ownvalues
in environmen ] matters. These setivitles gan be
cammicdl owl in odher subpels scemns 1o be the
argumend - oo moed 80 practise them i geagraphy, «

1o mat share this vison ol geography asd 1 =m
surprised and concerned 1bat il secma g have fousid
Tawour with the Sceretary ol Slate.

Cher the past 25 years, peography has developadl
inti @ challenging and rigorous wibjed. cipable of
extending pupils’ peneral educatian as well as their
poographical skills, This is just 1bhe kind of potential
which the Government should draw on il it scrious
albeat il claim fo raise stanibands of achisvermnent for
every chilil, The key to this polentid lies in siive
ingquiry skills im classacim work = the very fealures
which have been dismantbed in the Drralt Onder.

O cowrse, ingquiny skills arenot the ke prescove of
geography, many run nght thaough the curriculun,
Hul wilthoal them geosgpraghy is an aasd lifcles sabjec

littke af tanslerable value in the real world,
Similarly, poographers imercasing cmphasis an
wtitudies ard values is nist matavated by any desine i
eneibdle in arcas which shoald ot concemn eheen. b
by 1be need b address envino mertal manees with
the pigous they Gescrve. Keowledge and understsml-
ing im geography canmot b separated froem aibisdes
sl values, Few topies in geography, whether Zhey
e svneeaneal with iban redsvelopmen, ageieiP-
ral change, regianal unbalasee o global wamming,
can b deald with in x colscrent way without seferere

of “geopraplical™ skills {predominantly mapmork .

making few demands an s bearners ansd providing |

1o antinudes ani valies

nirtinmal curriculem geography working grop, |

Unless kssics involving a mege of views aml
drpinbons ase apered up in the classroam, pupils may
Tind few oppartunities 1o elaify (heir own valees nsd
10 devebop thele own convictions. This really carnog
be what the Government wants.

The recent Department of Envirenment Whice
Taper, “This Commoa laheniance™, enve an
impartant rods foe peopraphy in naking yowng people
meare awzre of amsl abie to participate in acion 2hea
cnvironmenpal maers. The White Paper makes
particular meniban af the need foe pupils o “discums
horw peogle’s si8itudes can alfect the explantion of
naturnl resa et — ane of the very stabemestewhich
the Secretary of Slate is suggesting shailkl be
remived,

The Daft Oiler for geopraphy seems o have
broughi ws 1o a situation strangely out of lise with
current coneerns and with best educsikonal practice
and, equally inexplicably. o3 siuation in which it
petembal 1o enhanes the quality of educiion will be
comsEraned,

My vision of peographical education, alter 20 years
of invelvemenl in curmicalum development, is af a
swshject 1t ean be challenging, inscllectually deman-
aing nad of diroct rebevance (o currer| environmen-
1, soctal ansd economic sues, By the Ints 1980k, the
Tall polerteal of the subject was appageni; all that was
needed was for these gains bo be eshrimcd in the
natioes] cerrioalum so that they could be made more
widely available. What has gone wrosg? And mare
empareantly what can we do (o put it dght within the
mext four woeks?

Efeanee M Rawling (s sendar vive-peesidend of the |
Creographien! Asociation and wis o meriber of the |
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A process of erosion

DETA’IlSmﬁ lwny the Gm:rg;
ment ing grogra £
taught in sebaols mﬁym: aa-
1Eonzl cusrbulum have alarmed
hers at all levels in the

Teports, culntinaling in
tbe Nativanl Curriculum Coune
cil's comsultation T‘ a3 Mo«
vember, represented an atiempt
at a balancing act. Dut we still s
patemial for enpaging childeen in
goid peagraphy lessons. We now
see this potentinl fading.

The government-appoinied Ge-

by Woarking Group was
?KB:E}' influenced by the beguil-
ing idexs Binﬂlumlll'l:emﬂ'p:
agnbed by American E D Hirsch in
his 1987 boak abour the whjeet,
« He argued that all (Americany
children, megandliess of bhack-
Emmd. need o acquire a particoe-

r boady ol knowledpge Lo gi
them 2ccess do the shared pu
wirkl of all educiied people, He
even lists 5,000 “facs™, 500 of
which are places
Few geography icachers would

2 that there was o need far

1o bearn a locatioaal
framework — which arees pant
cut of gecgraphy lessons, well-
planacd andl  well-tnaghy, and
prerily by ewing ntlases.

130 a balance neesds 1o be sinock
berween ths {ond the Hst of “es-
sevEdl knewledge”, an ideawe be-
ligve 1o be of dubdows quality) and
the aced, in a s2pilly changi

Cworld, for stodents 1o apply

kneadedge 10 understand and
ﬂlﬂhi"ﬁ:mllnhwlnhln
are leaming. These understand-
inps and judgements will reguire
n{mlmn[ and reworking in the
light of new [nfarmation and fresh
ﬁnpmnﬂ the students gain,
5 is why geography should
emphnabe Ih&ml:duﬂ!:;quiwmﬁ
the w@; £l et
Mr k'«s dralt ?nln wrikes
ot 1hese elements of geogrphy,
By daing so he badly distorts
ancl upsets the halapes, Parents of
childrenin the state education yyis
tent re surely nog hapgy thar IL'iI

VIEWPOINT

By Azhley Kent,
Dravid Lambert
and Franees Slater

will discourage children  from
exmining ccomomic, sodal of
environmental lssues in geography
lessoms, Sttemsents sich x4 "ex-
plaz the role of decion-making
within ihe procesies that have re-
sulted in ahl:ll.limm change in the
bome negan” have simply been
ercidcil out of the curmiculum.
Let us consider o scientist wha
i studying Lhe formation of a sofl.
Over the years he or she has [sasnt
that the relevant variables include
people, clmmate, pasent material,

The omission of a
erucial variable is
anti-intellectual and
anti-educational

7
relief, timie, fora and fauna. Each
af thete yasiables needs 1o be exe
amined {a baild an uadersianding
af the processes leading o the for-
maticn af soils,

Now let us consider an urban
planner or copsaltant who s
wirking s cne of 0 team on a re-
tavelopment project. Owver 1he
years he or she has reached an wn-
derstanding of 1he varfables that
have 1o be taken inte acecunt {f
the ficcject is io be a saccess. The

er knaws be or she i work-
g for ase or more vested Enter-
cits and that other people and

lsations ma have attl-
s, valoes and opinians that
need 1o be taken into ccount.
With expetience, our planner has
lenmit 10 consiler these human
vagahles alang with site, situatian,
he tralfie, projecied da.
maml for office space and so o,

Thess are a complex se of vari-

ables with varous [mereonmes-
tions. It & interesiing fo noie that
in the development of this process
the cancept of “planaing gala™ or
“eoenmunity. benefit”! — where
E‘I;:l'liﬂ: afficers: pegotinte with
topers 1a get 1hem ta caneib-
wie oo the ing -:1[:!:4111:|1|.=1|IE1.‘I
Eacilities — has emerged. Th
strategy has developed as nway of

mel [and soms would say
newir, } the concerns of so-
cizl groups which might bave

views dlfferent from those of the
d:‘.}:lq:m:m eﬁmpmjr. The gen-
eral process and coacepl of plans
ning =nd development over the
years has incorporaced these vas-
seil viswpaints

‘What would the mllI sdi:mlhiu
say il tald hat I
nationz| curriculum ﬂii]nl 1a
lerlify, say, climate as an essen-
tal variable in an underssanding
af \?il;n Eoamation? -

t, then, ane geopraplers 1o
say when todd that sonishles cmu-
cial 10 usdensianding the ﬂu;
ceases ol kind e

been delored?
It is a bl like o powerful and
aukosiingian figune in the Middle

Ages telling a seientist 1o fi

his recently developed i

inio planctary motion in the ani.
verse andl to revert 10 nadaquate
conventional wisdom.

The amision of a erucial vari-
shle in undersianling space, peo-
ple and environmenis — 1

= 5 not only noesense, i i
prodousdly anti-npelleciusl and
anti-educational.

Perhaps we shoubd mat be suc-
prised 2t n minister of Mr Clarke's
repulation. mal a raphd deci-
sian hat flies in the face of pro-
fessianal advieg, But his falfure 1o
see the male e by should be
n-nmunrd Lo take 1= the delivery
of the vitsl erosscurricular preas
identified by his povernment,
:ﬂ-fn:T cilzeaship 2nd envirea:
miensal education, is mystifying.

The adithors each af the fnhiufe




